
2024 Year 
in Review 

ruraloxford.ca



Crystal van Roekel Economic Development Officer

Your Rural Economic Development Team

2024 Rural Oxford Economic Development Year in Review

Ronda Stewart - Economic Development Director



Business 
      Support 

GENERAL & MARKETING
INQUIRIES + OUTREACH

CALLS TO BUSINESS 

182

EXPANSION, 
LOCATION/DEVELOPMENT

SUPPORT INQUIRIES

43

BUSINESS 
SITE VISITS

60

EVENTS
ATTENDED

21

INVESTED THIS FISCAL
BY 24 PRIVATE SECTOR  

COMPANIES

$17.4M+

COMPANIES PLANNING TO
EXPAND OR RELOCATE 

IN THE NEXT 5 YEARS

17

Impact 
& Engagement  PROJECTED INVESTMENT

INTO EXPANSION &
COMMERCIALIZATION 

IN THE NEXT 5 YEARS

$426.5M+

AGRI-FOOD & MANUFACTURING
BUSINESS BR&E SURVEYS

SURVEYS COMPLETE

24

LOCAL
INITIATIVES
SUPPORTED

18
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Community & Collaboration 

1. CFO - Tourism Innovation Grant Program
2. CES - Oxford County Career Expo
3. CES- WorkinOxford.ca
4. Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show
5. EZT - Transit Pilot
6. Ingersoll BIA - Shop Local Gift Card Program
(Research)
7. Norwich Chamber - Taste of Norwich
8. Norwich Chamber Progressive Tour
9. Oxford Connection - SIAL Trade Show

10. Oxford Connection - FAM Tour
11. Oxford County Builders Association Re-Launch
12. Oxford County - Economic Development Forum
13. Rural Networking Events
14. SBC - Bridges to Better Business
15. Workforce Development - EmployerONE
16.Tavistock Chamber - Welcome Program
17. Tourism Oxford Strategic Plan
18. Tourism Oxford - Your Next Stop

18 Local Initiatives Supported
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Workforce Development
WorkinOxford.ca. Local Career Expos. EmployerONE Survey.
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Tourism Innovation Grant Winners

Combined, these three award-
winning projects will create 4

local jobs, support 21 local
suppliers, welcome many new

visitors, while investing
another $17,000 into the
Oxford County economy.
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Rural Oxford EDC Celebrated 10 Years of Service!
140 attendees, 80 award nominations received for 53 businesses, 

16 businesses and 1 community leader recognized, 12 community partners engaged



 Discover Rural Oxford - Testimonials

"The opportunity to work together with other rural businesses and to have everything
so well coordinated for our benefit was tremendous. I highly recommend being part of
this opportunity and I hope that we are able to do it again!" 
- Stefan Cartmale, Bright Cheese & Butter Manufacturing Co.

"I was proud to be featured by ROEDC in the outdoor farm show. Not only was my
brand well represented, but being featured along other rural Oxford businesses
allowed for excellent networking, camaraderie and brand exposure. I would do this
event again without a second thought." - Erica Merchand, Bear + Fox Apparel

"20/10. The exposure, collaboration, and community feel was amazing. It was very
well organized. We felt supported, and felt treated like royalty. Amazing job!"
- Alisha Wilson, Transitions Equine Assisted Learning

"Having the opportunity to showcase our products and build brand awareness at such
a large trade show was very valuable to our business. Due to our small size, it would
have been impossible to have our own booth and staff it for the length of the show, so
the chance to work with ROEDC and other local small businesses was the perfect fit!" 
- Marja DeBoer-Marshall, The Golspie Dairy

Learn more at https://ruraloxford.ca/discover-rural-oxford-exhibit-a-first-year-successWHAT A SUCCESS STORY! 

https://ruraloxford.ca/discover-rural-oxford-exhibit-a-first-year-success


ruraloxford.ca/news

14 Rural Business Features 
12 Community & Program Updates

141,200 Reach
+ 350 New Followers
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Local Marketing & Communications
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That’s a Wrap on the Oxford Rural Entrepreneurs
Networking Event Series!

April – Bright Cheese & Butter, 30 guests
May – Willow Grove Animal Wellness Centre, 25 guests
June – Gunn’s Hill Cheese, 23 guests
July – Extended Beauty Spa, 10 guests* 
August – Orange Door Acres, 25 guests

2024 Hosts:

We look forward to connecting at other 
great networking events in Oxford County!
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New Beginnings & 150th Anniversary
Beekist Growers, Kintore 

Bright Cheese & Butter’s 150th Anniversary, Bright
The Block Butcher Shop, Norwich
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Madmash Brewery, Tavistock
Extended Beauty Spa & Training Studio, Thamesford

Oxford County Builders Association Re-Launch

New Beginnings & Association Re-Launch
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Agri-Food & Manufacturing BR&E Surveys

25 Business Visits 

Most were coordinated
with value-add

introductions to MEDJCT,
OMAFA & FedDev Reps
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Agri-Food & Manufacturing BR&E Surveys



2024 Rural Oxford Economic Development Year in Review

Agri-Food & Manufacturing BR&E Surveys
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Agri-Food & Manufacturing BR&E Surveys
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Agri-Food & Manufacturing BR&E Surveys
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Agri-Food & Manufacturing BR&E Surveys
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Rural Oxford EDC - Here to Help

“Thanks for your assistance in advocating for us! The introduction to
the planners was helpful. All due diligence was conducted in a very

timely and efficient manner. The advisory exchanges with you 
and the planners pointed us in the right direction. 

We hope to continue to develop our property and build more
infrastructure in the coming years as our business expands.”  

 - Dale Horst, President, Marco Clay Products



2024 Rural Oxford Economic Development Year in Review

Rural Oxford EDC - Here to Help

“The Rural Oxford Economic Development Corporation has been a
very supportive organization for our business. 

They’ve assisted us with marketing opportunities, introduced us to
like minded businesses and are constantly updating us with funding
opportunities. The Rural Oxford EDC team is very supportive and a

great resource to have access to when operating in Oxford County.”  

 - Chad Jakeman, CEO, Jakeman’s Maple Products
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Rural Oxford EDC - Here to Help

“We're very thankful to the Rural Oxford Economic Development
team for helping facilitate our application for fibre optic internet. 

This development makes a huge difference in the way Coyle's Country
Store is able to do business in Rural Oxford. 

We look forward to a future of internet stability and without the panic
of randomly losing connection to our POS systems. Thank you for all
your help and for continually alerting us to the resources, programs

and grants available to local businesses.”  

 - James Coyle, Owner, Coyle’s Country Store



1 PROUDLY SERVING YOU 

In 2014, a Rural Oxford Prosperity Committee
proactively formalized itself as Rural Oxford
Economic Development - a non-profit corporation
with a clear mission to support business growth
and development across Rural Oxford.

2

Each Member Municipality appoints two community
representatives to serve on our governance Board to 
help set strategy, oversee operations, and ensure 
fiduciary accountability. Our Board & Staff teams
work together in our shared commitment to support
Rural Oxford as a whole.

WE'RE IN THIS TOGETHER 3 ACCOUNTABILITY

The financial and governance commitment of the
five Member Municipalities has provided a solid
foundation for the organization since establishing
in 2014. The Township of EZT provides additional
support by way of Financial & HR Administration.

Rural Oxford... where people and business can prosper. 

About Rural Oxford Economic Development 



Proudly Serving...
 Our Member Municipalities



ruraloxford.caruraloxford.ca


